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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE. 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to bewme ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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Art Unit: 1771 



DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
1 5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis 
for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



16. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Takeuchi et al. 6,228,218 in view of Takeuchi et al. 6,287,419 and - 
Kanamori et al. 4,608,361. 

Takeuchi describes a water-disintegratable cleaning sheet which is a 
fibrous sheet, (see abstract). Takeschi describes the fibers of the fibrous sheet 
have satisfactory dispersibility in water, namely water disintegratabiltity, 
(column 2, lines 48-54). Takeuchi describes the basis weight of the fibers is 
between 20 to 100 g/ square meter, (column 3, lines 1-8). Takeuchi describes 



a binder which is added to the fiber web alkylcelluose among others, (column 
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3, lines 15-35). Takeuchi describes elecrolye in the fibrous sheet, (column 
3, lines 37-60). Takeuchi differs from the claimed invention because it is 
silent about the colloidal silica as a gel compound and the length of the fibers. 

Takeuchi '419 describes a water decomposable non-woven fabric with 
fiber lengths of 3-10 mm, (see abstract; column 2, lines 4-1 8). 

Kanamori describes the use of colloidal silica, gel compound, with 
amounts which provide strength to paper products which can be fibrous 

among others^(column-2, ljnesJ^^ the strength 

imparted, (column 4, lines 4-29). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to employ the fabric with the fiber lengths from 3- 
10 mm of '419 and the silica colloidal material of Kanamori in the fibrous 
sheet of Takeuchi '218 motivated with the expectation that improved strength 
would be evidenced in the fibrous sheet as noted by Kanamori and improved 
decomposition with the fiber lengths between 3- 10mm.. 
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Double Patenting 

1 7. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially 
created doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so 
as to prevent the unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to 
exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible harassment by multiple 
assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 
1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van 
OmwT^ 686 F:2d 937,-214^ 422 F.2d 

438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970);and, In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) 
may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a 
nonstatutory double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or 
patent is shown to be commonly owned with this application. See 37 CFR 
1.130(b). 
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Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may 
sign a terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must 
fully comply with 37 CFR 3.73(b). 

1 8. Claims 1 -1 8 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-18 of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,287,419 in view of Kanamori et al. 4,608,361. Although 
the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from 
each olheFbecauselt would-have-beenobviousjo j>ne of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to add colloidal silica to '419 motivated 
with the expectation that the fibrous sheet would have more strength and not 
necessarily decompose too fast in water. 

19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to John J. Guarriello whose telephone 
number is 703-308-3209. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
to Friday from 8 am to 4 pm. 
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Art Unit: 1771 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be reached on (703) 308-2414. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-305-5408. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose 
telephone number is 703-308-0661. 
JohnJrGuarriellofgj 





June 19, 2002 



TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 



July 1,2002 



